Habitat. Wilson's Plover is locally common on beaches, sand flats, and fresh dredged-material islands on both coasts and on the Keys, with concentrations on barrier islands and around large bays. The birds feed on tidal mudflats and sandy beaches, where marine invertebrates are abundant. Fiddler crabs are a favorite food, but a wide variety of other invertebrates are also taken (Howell 1932) .
The nest is a shallow scrape in the sand, usually unlined, and is often built on dunes or a sandy or rocky beach, frequently placed near a piece of driftwood, a grass clump, or other object. Although the species has twice been recorded nesting on rooftops in Dade County, this is very rare (Fisk 1978) . Three eggs comprise a typical clutch, unlike most other plovers, which lay 4 eggs. The eggs are cream or buff-colored and heavily spotted and speckled with black, chocolate, and gray (Harrison 1978) . Incubation duties are shared by both sexes and last 24 to 25 days. The chicks are highly precocial and flee the nest almost immediately after hatching. They are capable of flight at about 21 days of age (Ehrlich et a 1988) . The distraction display is highly developed in this species and was one of the easiest means of confirmin breeding, along with observing recently fledged young. 
